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Jan. 28th: Mark Your Calendar:
Family Fun Night
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join us. Prayer Night
7pm in Main Auditorium
Feb. 1: Everyone Invited
NEW Winter Elective Classes Begin!
9 Feb. 11-12;
We will be offering 2 special Wednesday classes this winter: 3M Weekend

e “Lesson from Legends” -Bro. Tony in main auditorium

. - . Sat. Feb 11— Couples Dinner
e “Soul-Winners Training Course” -Pastor Myers in Jr. Church

6pm at Hoss’s in Hanover

All classes will begin at 7pm in their designated areas.

(Kids’ Klub will still meet at it's regular time & place) sun. Feb. 12— Family Sunday

10:30am
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For additional opportunities 7:00pm Editor: Pastor Jason M. Myers
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View the Voice of Victory Online:
www.VictoryChurchHanover.com
Or
Contact Us At:

Victory Baptist Church
I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. 25 Breezewood Drive

- PHILLIPIANS 4:13 Hanover, PA 17331
717-632-2262
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“Starting the New Year Right”
Pastor Jason M. Myers

Luke 15:6 And when he cometh home...”

Home is, one of the nicest words there is...that is if
that home is a happy place filled with the love of
Christ. What do you find when you come home? God
has big plans for your home; he desires it to be a
warm, happy and productive place where love
abounds and good futures are born. When I think of a
New Year I think of the word oppor-
tunity. You and I have been given
an opportunity to make a differ-
ence in our home, church & com-
munity and that all has to start
somewhere. Let me give you a few
suggestions for your family circle
this year.

1. Have a family BIBLE time
This can consist of reading a

“TV is not quality time!”

3. Have a family FUN time

You should have a regular time that your family
sets aside to play games together. Laughter is
like a medicine the Bible teaches us and it is
needed now more than ever. Play games like;
Bible sword drills, Bible questions, board/card
games....these will help enhance your family
unit to a new level. Laughter locks families
together better than money or possessions ever
could.

4. Have family QUALITY time

Turn off all distractions and sit to-
gether as a family and talk. You can
go around and ask family members
to say one nice thing about each
other. Talk openly about successes
and failures; discuss plans for future
activities and family recreation
times. Make sure to have a quality
time with each member of your fam-
ily individually. One on one time is a

passage of scripture then
speak briefly about its meaning; this can also
be reading through a particular book of the Bi-
ble together as a family. You can also pick a
topic such as kindness and look up & read
those particular passages together. At Victory,
we make many resources available through our
website, blogs and literature racks in the
church foyer. Any of these resources can be
used to enhance family circles.

2. Have a family PRAYER time

This is a time for each member of the family to
make prayer requests and then take turns pray-
ing with family members. Record these request
in your family prayer book to help you keep
track of God’s blessings. Make it public when
a prayer is answered and mark it off your list
as a family; rejoice together as God answers
your prayers. Make a big deal of Gods wonder-
ful works. This will show God’s power to your
family as well as get people in your family use
to praying in front of others. Use your church
prayer list and Missionary cards as a place to
start your prayer time.

valuable tool in raising a faithful and
God honoring family. TV is not quality time!

Someone once said, “The family that prays together
stays together” I believe that a family that is welded
together by Biblical and Spiritual bonds will be
stronger and more prepared to face the disruptions of
life. God is able to make the lasting difference in your
family that you are looking for. Put God first and
watch him move in ways that will enhance your fam-
ily spirit and empower you to stay strong through dif-
ficult times for years to come.

Families spend much time and money seeking to find
a solution to their family issues; in the end, often the
world’s medications, psychologists & counselors fail
to bring the real and lasting solutions they need.
THROUGH CHRIST and his word you will find the
family you seek.



Missions and Ministries

Short-term Mission Effect on the Sending Church
By: Bro. Bill Ribbans

In tight financial times we often tend to take a closer look at how our money is spent, and right-
fully so. We are all called upon to be good stewards of everything that God chooses to entrust
us with. The majority of the expenses for Victory’s short-tem mission trips to Trinidad are
borne by the missionaries themselves. But what about the money spent from the missions
budget (Walk/Bike-a-Thon donations)? Is that money well spent? Below is an excerpt from a
chapter on Volunteerism in Mission" from the book Discovering Missions.

“How mission trips affect the sending church may be »
the least obvious of the three categories short-term mission
effects [Effect on the field, Effect on the participants, and
Effect on the sending church]. 4 lot of money comes out of
local churches to transport short-term mission participants to and from a destination as
well as feeding and housing them while there. The home church begins receiving dividends
from that investment when the spiritual fervor of returning participants ignites new passion
within the local church.”

“David Hayse, who coordinated hundreds of short-term mission teams, has asserted
that short-term mission trips ‘have made an incredible impact on the sending church.’ Many
sending churches experience ripples of positive effects before and after having members
participate in short-term mission trips. Excitement is generated within the local church as
volunteers prepare to go and then after they come home. As trip stories are told and retold,
sending congregations often gain a renewed sense of ‘ownership’ for the world mission
task. This shifts congregations’ concentration away from a maintenance mindset and to-
ward the fulfillment of their global covenant responsibilities”.

“As lay people put their gifts and talents to use in world evangelism, there is often re-
newed recognition in the home church of how believers need to function together as the
Body of Christ. The mobilization of prayer support for the trip will often have positive side-
effects for the sending congregation. A burden and passion for lost people in another part of
the world may get people thinking about the lost of their own city.”

“Churches that have people regularly going on short-term mission trips also often be-
come leaders in overall financial support for world evangelism. More often the changes [in
sending churches] will be incremental with increasing impact as more and more church
members have short-term experiences. The effect that short-term mission has on sending
churches is one answer to those wondering why all the money is spent on the trip rather
than just being sent to the mission field.”

We are blessed at Victory to be part of a Missions-Minded church that understands the impor-
tance of both local and world evangelism. As our missions presence grows, so will our burden
for the lost.

! Chapter 9 of a soon-to-be-published Introduction to Missions textbook, Discovering Missions, by
Chuck Gailey and Howard Culbertson, http://home.snu.edu/~hculbert/short.pdf
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Do you have a need that someone here at Victory may
be able to help you meet?
Do you have something that you think someone in our
church family may be able to use?
If you would like to place it in the Voice of Victory
Newsletter to see if you could help out someone in our
church family, See Bro. Tony.

Remember no items should be left around the church property and if at all possible all transactions should take place away from Church.

Victory By the Numbet§ Faces of Victory

Let’s Welcome Our Newest Member
Monthly Attendance_ December Sis. Mary Jo has been attending Victory Baptist Church

for a few years now and on Christmas Morrning.

Sunday School.......cccovuvirviiininicinnnn75
Sunday AM Service......cocevruvirnnennn 153
Sunday PM Service....cccceervuniirnne 76

Wednesday AM.......ccocuerviinninnnnennnn 18

Wednesday PM.......ccocuvvrvivinicnnnnnne. 64
Baptisms....cvviviiviniiriiniiiiiiiiiiiiiniiee 3 - ¥
S AV AtIONS v terreerreerrrneeerneerrensssnnsssnnesssnssssnnes 2 ) :g‘: :

Sis Mary Jo Harting




The Pastor Recommends....

Focus on your Family

* Here is a suggested devotion template to help struc-
ture your family Bible time. You can change the top-
ics, scripture ect. as the Lord leads you.

Topic: You Cant Do It Alone

Scripture: John 15:4 Abide in me, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, ex-
cept it abide in the vine, no more can ye, except
ve abide in me.

Main Theme: We cannot live life, produce
spiritual fruit, face life’s problems or make
wise decisions apart from Christ.

Lesson: Teach your family that:

1. The word of God is the right soil to grow
spiritual fruit that will please God.

2. If we are going to love, forgive, be faith-
ful, control anger & live the Christian life
we need to stay close to Christ’s example

3. You cannot reform yourself. Christ is the
only way to real & lasting change.

Things to Avoid

2 Timothy 2:23 But foolish and unlearned ques-
tions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes.

People will often try to drag you into a
debate or get you to argue a point or hot topic.
Often time I have taken scripture and helped
these people to understand truth, but not al-
ways. There are some that just want to fight.
They don't really want your answer, they only
want you to know their opinion and views.
God’s word says to avoid these conversations.

These kind of conversations only lead to
strife. Why argue with someone about a Bible
they never read? If they want to really learn, let
them read and then talk about what they dis-
cover. God will reveal truth to those who genu-
inely seek it, but avoid those who just want to
stir strife and make fun of your faith. Pray for
them and let God move in their hearts. Keep a
clean testimony and truth will be revealed.

Pastors Book Picks....

=

“Should Christians Drink Wine?” by: Dr. Curtis Hutson

=

*Available now on the tract rack in the church foyer. All literature is free of charge.

Woild News & Qo Bvoriic

Iran Detains Sunday School Kids Celebrating Christmas During Raid On Church...

Posted by ZIP on Tuesday, December 27, 2011, at 5:05 pm

(Christian Post) — Iranian authorities raided a church that was celebrating Christmas and detained everyone in the
building, including children attending Sunday school, a U.K.-based Christian charity said.

Officials in the southern town of Ahwaz raided an Assemblies of God-affiliated church last week and herded the en-
tire congregation into two buses, according to the Christian Solidarity Worldwide. - www.foxnews.com




Don’t Look Back

By Bro. Tony Patterson

Genesis 19:17- YAnd it came to pass, when they had
brought them forth abroad, that he said, Escape for thy
life; look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the
plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed.

Happy New Year! New years are a great. They
are a great time to evaluate where we are and decide
where we are going. They are a fresh start, a new begin-
ning. They are a time that we should take full advantage
both physically and spiritually. Although it was not a new
year, in the text above, Lot and his family had the oppor-
tunity for a fresh start.

God was on the verge of destroying the wicked cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah. In his time Lot had made some
bad decisions. Yet, God was merciful to him and his fam-

ily.
In Lot’s time he had:

e Lost his focus

In Genesis 13, Lot’s focus was on the tempo-
ral, material things of the world instead of
the spiritual things. He chose the well wa-
tered, seemingly profitable plains that were
next to the sinful cities instead of thinking of
what spiritual ruin could come from being so
close to sin.

e Lived too close to sin

Later in that chapter (Gen. 13) we see that as
Lot situates himself in his location he pitches
his tent toward Sodom. He arranged himself
in a manner to give him easy access to the
city. Originally, probably a financial decision
to make it easier to buy and sell it would
ultimately prove a costly mistake as we later
find him living inside the city gates.

e Lost his testimony
In the midst of all that was going on, although
he still knew God and although he was a
saved man, Lot’s testimony was ruined to
the people of Sodom and even to his own
family (see Gen. 19:14).

But here in verse 17, Lot and his wife and two of
his daughters have a chance to start over. But they were
given specific instructions, “look not behind thee...” This
2012 can | give you the same instruction, “Don’t Look
Back.” You may have made some mistakes last January
but this is a brand new one. Don’t dwell on the failures
of the past because they will hinder you in your future.
Lot’s wife looked back and lost it all. Paul said, “Brethren,
I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one
thing | do, forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:13-14). Paul knew that dwelling
on his many past sins would hinder him from reaching
the mark.

Take this new year and use it as a new start.
Maybe you have failed in the area of Bible study or
prayer or maybe you have some other weight or sin that
beset you in 2011, this is 2012, and “Through Christ” you
can lay it aside and “Press toward the mark for the prize
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
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This Month: Next Month:

January 28th:
Family Fun
Night
6pm
All Welcome!

February 18h:
Wii Play Day
10am
Juniors




