The woice of hirn that crieth... prepare we the way of the Lord.. —Isaiah 40:3
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“His Passion was Missions”
By: Bro. Jason M. Myers

Matthew 9:35-38 “And Jesus went about all the esiand villages, teaching in their synagogues, gmdaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sicknesd avery disease among the people. 36 But whesdvethe
multitudes, he was moved with compassion on theatause they fainted, and were scattered abroadsheesep having
no shepherd. 37 Then saith he unto his discipl€kge harvesttruly is plenteousbut the laborersare few; 38 Prayye
thereforethe Lord of the harvest,that he will send forthlaborersinto his harvest.”
Many think that missions are something you giveryooney to. Others feel missions are things preéatin deep dark
jungles millions of miles away. These verses, haveteach us that missions, as far as Christ cereicthem, was to
impact people’s lives with the message of the Glosperever there were people in need. Below, lareetdistinct
characteristics shown in the life of Christ, asa@ming his heart for missions.

1) His Message was the Gospel

2) His Method was to Go

3) His Motivation was the Great need of the People
First, His Message was the gospel. The Bible definegdispel in 1Corinthians 15:1-4 agléreover, brethren, |
declare unto you the gospel which | preached untauy;,,how that Christ died for our sins according the Scriptures;
4 And that he was buried, and that he rose agéie third day according to the Scriptures:The message that Christ
used is the same message that we must use totlay.Jdsus died for the sins of mankind, that hebugigd in a tomb
and that he victoriously arose from the dead orthivd day conquering death, hell and sin. | ass@u preaching the
gospel still works. Many have tried to convince tme€hange the message to a more palatable, deekelly, non-
offensive, less bloody message of hope and pedaaypfriend there can be no hope and peace foulsm&n until he or
she accepts the atoning blood sacrifice that Jasdle for them on the Cross of Calvary. Only Chuisinless, perfect
blood can cleanse our sinful, imperfect blood. Thithe gospel, this is the message people selite heafthat Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Second,His Method was to go. Many have stopped usinddber to door” tactic of soul winning stating thiaho
longer works. There are many false teachers agacpers that claim to be Jehovah’s Witnesses and skaim to have
“another testament” of Jesus Christ for the ladtgr saints (Mormons), but Paul sdiBut though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than tivdiich we have preached unto you, let him be accdrs&al 1:8.”
No true child of God would dare preach “anothempgdsnor say anything in opposition to God or hanSTrue, these
false prophets have made it hard for people tacbeming of strangers at their door, but we catetdhe devil nor his
minions deter us from our Lords work. And let’'s farget that “door to door” was the method Chalsbse to use (Matt.
10:12-14). We must be willing to go. God may mea&k you to sell your home and move to interioin@ho set up a
mission’s church, but he may ask you to make daesfin your life so that you can support sometbagis going! We
need people that will go. Not talk about it, otesabout it, but people with a heart to make aedgifice that will obey
God’s call. When we stop going forward we drift baard. Onward Christian soldier.
Last, His motivation was the Great need of the peofibrist preached and he traveled, but he did bathds...when
he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassiothem, because they fainted, and were scattetewad, as
sheep having no shepherd.Christ was moved to go and compelled to preachumse he saw the great need of the
people. There are many blessings we take for gdantthe routine of our every day lives that nitls of people in other
parts of the world would love to experience just@nBlessings like; running water, toiletries analdern plumbing,
clothing and let’s not forget the education and leympent opportunities our children have. If we soeblessed, why
don’t we work harder to use our blessings to bigkers? Because we as Christians have becomexsomed with
counting our own blessings and making wish listtsrhore, that we don’t even see the needs of otirersd us. Not
just in foreign countries but right here in the dadd’ US of A. Christ made the greatest differeiné any man that has
ever walked on planet earth, simply because helsaweeds of the multitudes. May we have eyesdpaeouth that
speaks and feet that will go.



So Where Does God Fit In?

By Bro. Tony Patterson

In the year 2007, our lives are full of activities.
Running from one field to the next, practicing for
this, playing that. You can literally play sports all
year round if you want. Add that on top of other
activities like work for older teens, maybe music
lessons, school, and time in front of a TV or video
game (not to mention the evil word HOMEWORK!),
and you can blow through an entire month without
batting an eye.

In an era when we have so many time saving
devices it almost seems we are busier than ever.
As young people go, they spend an average of
about 8 hours at school, 1.5-2 hours at sports
practice, and 2 hours in front of a TV (that is
probably a little low). Then there’s time spent
sleeping and doing homework and a day is spent.
With all that is going on some things tend to get
neglected. For example, kids who are too involved
in extracurricular activities (like, work, sports, clubs,
etc.) sometimes let their grades fall. But where
does God fit in? The hustle and the bustle takes us
here and there but where does God get shuffled in.
Many times this is the one area that gets neglect
more than anything in the life of busy people. Sure,
we go to church on Sunday but what about the rest
of the week? Do our Bibles get read during the
busy day? Do we take time for family devotions?
Are we spending time in prayer?

Sadly the answer is usually no. As a former
“athleholic” (athleholic- ath-le-holic- (n.) someone
who addicted to athletics. [Bro. Tony Dictionary of
Made Up Words]) | can attest that my Bible was
usually the most neglected book during school and
sports season.

So where should God fit in to our lives? Matthew
6:33 says. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.” Now read a few verses above and
see what these things are. They are the necessities
of life. God said before you think about where your
next meal is going to come from or what you are
going to clothe yourself with, seek Him and let Him
take care of the rest.

If God should come before the very necessities of
life where should He fit into your busy schedule of
work, school, and activities?
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Missions Trip to the Republic of

Trinidad and Tobago
By Bro. Bill Ribbans

And he said unto them,Go yeinto all the world, and
preachthe gospelto every creature. Mark 16:15

In January, Victory will embark on its first missidrip

to the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. We were
planning a trip to take Rebecca’s mom, Sylvie, back
home and asked the Pastor and Brother Phil Ildf th
would like to come with us. After discussing it, we
agreed that Trinidad offered a tremendous oppdstuni
for our church to conduct ongoing “Soul Winning
Crusades.”

We thought we would use this trip mainly to prepte

way for future trips. Pastor Jake and Phil willrbeeting

with local pastors, determining what their greatesstds
might be, sharing the gospel in fellowship, and
preaching to the saved and unsaved. Rebecca, our
daughter Alisa, and | will be making the introdocis

and showing our preachers around. Rebecca’s family
back home are already working to make sure wehaill
welcomed and that this mission will be fruitful.

Sylvie will be our host for this trip. Rebecca dnitave
been praying that the Lord will provide us a waytild

Sylvie a new home that we could also use as “Crisad
Headquarters.” Our dream is to rotate mission teams
from Victory though Trinidad a couple of times aaye

We would use the new home to accommodate these
teams and to provide a place to hold the crusades.
don’t know how we can get this done but we do know
that if it’s in God'’s plan, He will make a way.

As already mentioned, this visit will lay the foutibn
for follow-on visits. The objective of future crudes
will be to win souls and to lead the new convedasat
Bible-based church that will nurture them in their
spiritual growth. Pastor Jake doesn’'t have anynines

of building or planting a church. He desires to =up
the local Pastors and their churches.

This will be a short 6-day trip, leaving from BWI
Airport at 6:30 the morning of January 11th and
returning at midnight on January 17th. It shouldverto

be an exhausting but very rewarding experienceuor
all. Brother Phil will be taking the lead to camuthe
events of this trip so that he and the Pastor temes
them with you when we return.

We ask for your continued prays for the succegshisf
initial visit and for the journeys yet to come.



