Upcoming Events:

April 2" April 4™
Church Easter Sunday
Prayer Night No Evening Service
7pm Spend the evening cele-

brating our Savior’s resur-
rection with your family.

April 17"
Men of Victory Leadership Conference 2010
9:30am Continental Breakfast

10am Opening Service

— iu"f
fgg@m’ !
Visitation Prayer Night
Every Tuesday Evening  The first Friday Night of
7:00pm Every Month

7:00pm
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Mark Your Calendar:
May 7™
Church Prayer Night
7pm
May 1 & 158":
Men’s Bible Study

6:30pm
May 9th:

Mother’s Day
May 23"

Victory’s 22" Annual Homecoming
and New Facilities Dedication Service

10:30am
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The Pastor's Page

“Closer to God”

By: Pastor Jason M. Myers

"As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
Psalm 42:1"

After reading this passage we see the longing that David had to be closer to his God. Not only did
David have a longing to be closer to God, but he also felt that a more intimate relationship was an
urgent necessity. So urgent that he felt it could mean life or death. Listen to his words again "As
the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.” Asthe
exhausted deer seeks his provision from the water brooks David knew from whence his support must
come. If we personally desire to grow closer to a Holy God we must digest this verse with its full
meaning into our deepest bowels and allow its message to be the cry of our heart. Only then will re-
vival sweep across our church and community, because revival will have swept across our hearts.
Let’s look at three important truths David understood that made a difference in his relationship with
God.

1. David knew his weakness. He knew he was a created being that needed water and other mate-
rial provisions to survive. We must remember God is “self-existent”, by this we mean, God needs
nothing to exist. He is the “I AM” of scripture, the self-existent, eternal, almighty God. We need the
Sun to produce light and grow our food, God made the Sun, we need the water to hydrate the body,
God made the Oceans, we need breath to fill our lungs, God breathed into Adam and he became a
living soul. God needs nothing to be God. David understood that without God’s provision he could do
nothing.

2. David knew his strength. David knew if he could just get close to God his needs would be met.
We need to come to the place where we rely fully upon the strength of God to sustain us and carry us
through life. We should never grow self sufficient, but grow more insufficient and rely more and
more on the sustenance of God. Our relationship with God can never fully mature until we are to-
tally dependent upon the him.

3. Last, David knew his greatest need. David’s greatest need wasn’t food, water, shelter or
money; it was God. David knew in time of trouble it was God who could meet his every need. David
wanted to be close to his God and that desire caused him to live, think and act differently. When
trouble hit, David ran to God, when decision needed to be made he ran to God, when the enemy
stood looming overhead David knew the place to be was close to his power, His God. Is your desire to
be close to God? Too many people seek money, health, job promotions and the approval of others to
make their situations better. But it is God whom we should seek; it is he that makes the most differ-
ence in time of need. Put God on your top priority list today.



The “Must” of a Servant

By: Bro. Tony Patterson

John 3:30- He must increase, but | must decrease

As John came to the end of his ministry his followers,
his disciples, came to him with questions about this
one that he had baptized. They wanted to know who
they should follow. They were wondering why this
man began to baptize on his own.

In that moment John was at a turning point. He could
promote his way or God’s way. It would have been
easy for John to put down this other man and talk
about all the souls that he had led to God. He could
have boasted about all the people that came to the
wilderness to hear him preach but he made to com-
ments. One was an illustration, the other a statement
of understanding of his purpose.

The first was the illustration of the “friend of the
bridegroom,” or the best man. The one who does not
get to marry the bride but who aids the groom in pre-
paring for the wedding. He would watch and wait, lis-
tening for the bride helping prepare for the time that
the bride and groom would come together to be wed.
John realized that he was working for the bridegroom.
The person helping to the prepare for the time when
those who heard his preaching would meet the sav-
ior.

It was then that John said, “He must increase, but |
must decrease.” John knew it wasn’t about him. It
was all about Jesus. He recognized that he would have
to go off the scene and direct those that had heard his
message toward the one that he had spoken of.

Each of us must realize that despite this world’s
idea that we should always put me first, that we
should truly put Christ first. Setting aside our
pride, we must remember to glorify (Uplift, make
big) Him. As Paul said “magnify” him in our lives.
Then humble ourselves to be his servant. You see
the “Must” of a servant is that we “must” de-
crease and increase Jesus Christ to those around
us. Help prepare for that great wedding in heaven
when Christ meets his bride.

April: May:
Saturday 10™: Saturday 8"
Hershey Park Trip | Youth Visitation &
8am-5pm Falloons

All of the church
Family is invited
$10 for our folks
$23 for Friends

Miniature Golf and
indoor playground
Juniors

10am-2pm

Looking Ahead)

June 16th—19th

Victory Youth Camp for our Junior age
young people.

&
June 21st-25th

Youth Alfame for our Teens



Missions and Ministries

TRINIDAD MISSION STATUS REPORT
By Bro. Bill Ribbans

April marks Victory’s third mission trip to Trinidad. God continues to bless us by increasing our respon-
sibilities on each trip. One week doesn’t seem to be enough time any more.

Our first trip was a ‘get acquainted’ trip. We met some of the local pastors, got accustomed to the cus-
toms and culture, and preached Bible-based gospel messages. We were warmly welcomed, treated mag-
nificently by Sister Rebecca’s family, but it seemed the people there considered it a nice Revival Crusade
from a friendly American preacher. The second trip changed that perception.

It was on the second trip that they realized Victory has made a commitment to Trinidad. We weren’t
there just to check off the ‘Foreign Mission’ block on our list of church accomplishments. We have them
in our hearts and prayers. After word got around that we were back, Pastor was in high demand to go
and pray with folks in need. They knew him now and trusted him. We distributed the Bibles and sandals
you donated, and visited many families while sharing the tracts that were shipped. On this trip we only
made it into town once to get some KFC after the last Crusade night. Victory now has a reputation, both
with our friends and with the enemy. He too knows we are coming back.

In addition to accomplishing what we did on the last visit, Pastor will be conducting a Pastor’s Confer-
ence and we have arranged to meet with one of the Baptist Missionaries to Trinidad. It is our prayer that
this will expand our opportunities even further. Training the pastors to preach and teach strictly from
the Bible will serve to purify the messages they prepare and present. False teaching, whether intentional
or not, proves to be destructive to any church body. Having a full-time missionary in country will make
planning future trips much easier. God is trusting us with more because Victory has been faithful with
what we had.

Several have shown great interest in making one (or more) of these trips. Rebecca and I are doing all
that we can to get the house/church in a more finished state. Since our last trip in January 2009, the
walls are up and the roof is on. We will be staying there for the first time this trip; however, we’ll still
rely on Rebecca’s family for electric and plumbing facilities. As opportunities grow, so will our presence
in Trinidad.



